280                           THOMAS WOODHOUSE                [JUNE13
obviously felt that the time had come for boldly putting the matter plainly
before the great minister, and through him to his Sovereign. The
" Eirenicon " runs as follows:
" Jesus
" Your Lordship will peradventure marvel at my boldness that dare
presume to interpell your wisdom, being occupied about so great and
weighty affairs touching the state of the whole realm. Howbeit, I have
conceived that opinion of your Lordship's humanity that ye will not
condemn any man's good-will, how simple or mean soever he be, which
maketh me bold at this present to communicate my poor advice, what is
very requisite and best for your Lordship to do in so great and ponderous
affairs. Forasmuch, therefore, as Our Lord and God Jesus Christ, hath
given supreme authority unto His blessed Apostle St Peter and in him to
his successors, the Bishops of Rome to feed, rule and govern His sheep,
that is to say, all Christians at such time as He said unto the same His
Apostle thrice, * Feed my lambs, feed My Sheep/ my poor advice is that
ye humbly and unfeignedly even from the very bottom of your heart
acknowledge and confess your great iniquity and offence against Almighty
God, especially in disobeying that supreme authority and power of the
See Apostolic, so ordained and established by the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords, Jesus Christ, and that in all dutiful manner and apparent fruits
of penance, ye seek to be reconciled unto that your supreme prince and
pastor here on earth, appointed and assigned unto you by your Lord God
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Likewise, that ye earnestly persuade the
Lady Elizabeth, who for her own great disobedience is most justly deposed,
to submit herself unto her spiritual prince and father, the Pope's Holiness,
and with all humility to reconcile herself unto him that she may be the
Child of Salvation.''
This extract contains the real substance of this remarkable missive,
It was dispatched to the Lord Treasurer by means of the washerwoman
of the prison, and the writer was careful to state at the conclusion of the
exhortation that she was " a hot Protestant/' and had no knowledge of the
contents. The date of the document was I9th November, 1572, but the
reference to the late Bull of Deposition was not calculated to reconcile
either the recipient or the Queen to the subject-matter of the contents,
It led to a personal interview four days later between the intrepid priest
and the great man. Woodhouse behaved with uncompromising firmness
and courage in the presence of the Treasurer, who may be excused perhaps
for " waxing a little hotl " He " grew cold again," however, towards the
end of the conference, and even asked the priest honestly or ironically if
lie would be his chaplain and say Mass in his house ? Woodhouse ex-